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Good Timber

The tree that never had to fight
For sun and sky and air and light,
That stood out in the open plain
And always got its share of rain,
Never became a forest king

But lived and died a scrubby thing.
The man who never had to toil

By hand or mind 'mid life's turmoil,
Who never had to win his share
Of sun and sky and light and air,
Never became a manly man

But lived and died as he began.

Good timber does not grow 1n ease;

The stronger wind, the tougher trees.
The farther sky, the greater length;

The rougher storms, the greater strength.
By sun and cold, by rains and snows,

In tree or man good timber grows.
Where thickest stands the forest growth,
We find the patriarchs of both,

And they hold converse with the stars
Whose broken branches show the sears
Of many winds and much of strife—
This is the common law of life.

—Author Unknown.

“Kungovick”

(Continued from Page Six)

In 1920 I traveled through this
country for Armour & Company.
Even at that late date, the main
road west from the hills across
the bottom to Whiting was cor-
duroyed through the swamp and
utterly impassable in wet weath-
er. People who were there saw
Blue Geese. Others saw only
large flocks of waterfowl from
the distant hills.

Such early explorers and writ-
ers as Lewis, Audubon, and Brad-
bury came up the river in May—
too late for the flight.

The principal food of the Blue
and Snow Geese in Iowa is waste
corn left in the field through the
winter and the tender shoots of
winter wheat which come up un-
der the snow. Geese are grazers
like cattle, and their sharply ser-
rated mandibles cut the stems
like scissors. Instead of damaging
the wheat, this causes it to stool
out and grow in greater profu-
sion. Claims for damage from

these geese are almost invariably
unfounded.

I have personally investigated
many cases where farmers have
claimed damage from the geese,
and I have never found a single
instance where the claim was jus-
tified. When the ground is frozen,
it 1s common practice for farm-
ers to turn their stock into the
fields of new winter wheat, and
all agree that this grazing is bene-
ficial,

Space here limits description of
this wvalley through which the
geese migrate. It is interesting
beyond compare, and from the
valley floor below, the rugged
beauty of the high loess hills of
age old aeolian dust stands out
against the early spring sky like
mountains of some prehistoric
time,

From these hills old Waubon-
see looked down to the plain be-
low, as his ancestors had done for
ages past, and saw “Kungm-fi{'k".1
the Blue Goose, the harbinger of |
spring, the sign of life and growth,
and with his people he rejoiced |
to know that winter with its!

hunger and death was gone, and
soon the Yucca and Pentstemon
would blossom on the ridge and
the prairie would be resplendent
with Blazing Star and Gay
Feather.

To those of you who, as nature-
lovers and sportsmen, look on
this migration as a heritage of
wildlife to be perpetuated for
generations yet unborn, and have
some misgivings as to its secur-
ity, rest you assured that Iowa
has accepted the responsibility,
and whatever else may come, this
countless horde of waterfowl that
advances across the Hawkeye
State with the coming of spring,
is as safe in this state as the
means and ingenuity of Iowa can
make it.

War Stops
Shark Fishing

During the first week in Decem-
ber, 1941, 26 tons of sharks were
landed in San Francisco. Shark
fishing was stopped completely
at the beginning of the war, and
the shark boats were all tied up.
However, fishing has since been
resumed under strict naval regu-
lations. Shark fishing is high-
ranking because of the demand
for shark liver oil, which is rich
in Vitamin A.

Hunters Hit Jackpot

Larry Kerston and E, H, McGee,
veteran coon hunters in the Mec-
Gregor vicinity, hit the jackpot
when they got six raccoons, one
of which weighed 30 pounds, out
of one tree.

Rabbits constitute almost ex-
actly a third of the food taken by
coyotes.

Don’t Kill the

Goose and
Save the Eqg

World War I should have taught
us a very bitter lesson in regard
to wasting our material resource
of timber In an effort to glean a
few extra dollars immediately.

Great areas of timber land were
cleared and put to corn and other
crops during the years of 1914 to
1918. Some of the clearing was
economically justified, but a short
trip through Iowa today readily
demonstrates that much of this
clearing was done without
thought as to whether or not such
land would produce lasting re-
turns,

Consequently, where formerly
there were timbered areas, today
we have barren waste. The timber
was removed, the soil plowed and
cultivated, and then because the
permanent cover was gone, the
soil on the steep slopes began to
erode, The result is land which
15 worthless.

Greater returns were received
for a few short years, but what
about the future? The timber is
gone, the soil 1s gone, and count-
less years must go by before these
areas can once more be built up
to productivity.

We must not repeat this folly.

War will cause us to again draw
heavily from our timbered land.
Let us do so in a judicious man-
ner so the next generation will
not be given the heritage of land
made worthless because we have
failed to think.

the

For their size beetles are
strongest of all live creatures.

"Kungovick',

the Blue Goose.
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Project No. 497.
PHEASANT MANAGEMENT

Leaders: Thomas G. Scott and
Geo, O. Hendrickson.
Graduate Research Assistant:

Thomas S. Baskett.

This quarter terminated a
three-year nesting study of the
pheasant on a circumscribed por-
tion of 1,520 acres of the Winne-
bago Experimental Area. During
the three years, location data were
obtained on 533 pheasant nests,
and many other data on about 500
of this number.

The of 1941

season offered es-

pecial opportunity for nesting
studies, for the breeding popula-
tion was extremely great, prob-

ably averaging about 120 or 130
pheasants per square mile. Con-
sequently, the number of nests
found, 318, was high as compared
to the other two years. (See Ta-
ble 1),

From this data, it appears that
as breeding lmpuldtmrn imerease,
the proportional nesting success
decreases, and that the number of
nests per hen increases.

Manifestations of the heavy
populations were constantly evi-
dent during the 1941 nesting sea-
son. In one red clover hay field
of 16 acres, 19 pheasant nests were
found after mowing. Nests were
found 1n peculiar locations, and
many ‘“dump” nests in which
more than one hen laid, appeared.

In 1941, the nests were located
as follows:

Fence rows _______ 6.3 %
Road ditches ______ 15.1%
Hay fields 20.6 %
omall: Fram :———-— 19.9%
The 1remaining 8.5% of the
nests were In pastures, waste
and 1dle land, in early cover later
removed, and in wvarious other
locations,.
In 1939 and 1940 only about

one-third of the nests found were
located 1n hayfields, whereas one-

fifth to one-fourth of the nests
found were in fence rows, while
more than half were in hayfields

The reasons for these changes are
not now discernable, but may re-

late to higher breeding popula-
tions. Further work with the
1941 data may result in the re-

classification of several nests.
About 66 nests under observa-
tion in 1941 hatched, producing

some 300 chicks of shootable size,

Carroll County, 7,500; East Swan
Lake, Emmet County, 50,000;
|Bli',‘_’.t‘ Lake, Emmet County, 8,-

tions made for nests not l-uimfil
would augment this figure to
some exient,

During the quarter, an article

on destruction of pheasant nests
was written for the Farm Science
Reporter, and it is to appt S00N
In late September, Stiriing Kvd,
who 1s to become the Research
Graduate Assistant for Projes
'}JT Wds taken LO Winne! 12
{:I‘Llﬂtf-. and int luced to wvari
ous members of the community in
which the work has been done

during the past years

Tree-planting
Machine Helps

Eo e Wk T

add to the

!H.‘.’ll.lf;.

I-H:f:__m,‘"“ o0 and ave baing devel. | cankerworms Pest of Trees

oped for maximum game proauc | ' “';‘;,:1" ; :

tion. Part of this development| 1S trapped. This method is prac-

program is planting trees to p '.-.:.'u]l only on isolated trees, or if

vide winter cover in which game | Pands are put on all trees.

Birds  andl animalslcanl seple 'eate Each year increasing reports of

shelter even during the severest| improper and injurious methods

winter storms. [ ba ..-ﬁma are causing more ex-
During the spring of 1941, moré ris to discourage the general

than 120,000 trees were planted actice of tree banding.

on tour of these areas bv thret IE ywever, the second method

men. Most of these trees grew. | D¢ y-n.lun{*il is a highly effective
The question is often asked, 1\ |1:¢-HI1:'."1hi£!. method of L'Hilit'ul.l

T naT M Aree men Ao s sirn ey [ selntion +_11 lead arsenate and

work during the short planting | Water to which an :-1r1]n~:41x-'f,_- :l_f_:vnt.

season? The answer 1s easy.| > ‘]"_'_h-”_'i is sprayed on the foliage. |

Long hours, hard work, and a the worms eat the i.e'-;n'{-;-;lT.hl_‘."r'

HL'L‘-}}]EH‘:IHE; machine. e I}'-'}:r‘-']'l_{.”. A solution n_I one
This tree planter was originally |8n@ @ half to two pounds of lead

ilL“‘.'i_'l(.lllL'll daS ad Vegeiaple irans- """”;E-'_ to o0 gallons of water,

i:-luu‘u_a and, with a few adapta- AW DLCAROIC lfH-:l”.H‘i of ":”-\'._}“'““-

tions, is widely used successfully | flour has been added for a

winere gredt H.H:I.l-"'l. I's OL LTed dl’€ and adhesive, will r _I"i ¥

planted on clean ground iy .'I'_‘._:.'-] cankerworms or utm-t"
When in operation, one man leal chewlng insects.

drives the tractor, and two men

sit on the machine and altern

in planting trees. A steel sho

opens the trench, and two wihneel

fill in and pack the soll aiter the

plant is placed in position. On

the Iowa areas when short rows

were planted, 1,000 trees per hour
were placed In the ground,
long rows almost double this num-
ber were planted 1n an hour,
Trees used in the lowa plant-
mgs mclude green ash,

n

]JdCx PIILE,

hazel nut, black cherry, wild
grape, wild plum, silver maple,
mulberry, Russian olive, and
Western yellow pine.
Areas planted and total num-
bers of trees were: Goose lLake,
Green County, 56,870; Lanesboro, .

050.

Lacey-Keosauqua Park contains

on the 1,520-acre area. Correc-' 2,3.5 } acres. ol
ok b 2 ¥
Table 1. Summary of Basic Nesting Data
Year Est. Breeding Pop No. of Nests Found Success % Lrey |
1939 50 to the square mile 75 S Dl v s PR L e A )
1940 80 to the square mile 140 25.0
1941 130 to the square mile 318 21.7 !
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This tree was planted by a grandson, now a grandfather
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